
  
 
	

 

MINUTES of the REAC MEETING of 15 September 2021: 09:30-12:00 

In attendance: Crichton Lang, Katelin Parsons, Finnborg Salóme Steinþórsdóttir, Guðbjörg Linda 
Rafnsdóttir, Jóhannes Dagsson, Guðný Zoega, Kristján Kristjánsson, Philip Winn Ragnhildur Helgadóttir,	
Rannveig Björnsdóttir, Helga Ólafs, Skúli Skúlason, and Sigurður Óli Sigurðsson (Minutes: SOS) 

Apologies received: Andrée Sursock, Hulda Stefánsdóttir, Christian Schultze, Bjarki Þór Grönfeldt and 
Ragnhildur Helgadóttir  

The meeting was held online via Zoom; the agenda was accepted without modification.  

(1) MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 

The minutes of the online meeting on 19 May 2021 were accepted without modification. There were no 
matters arising. 

(2) FOR INFORMATION 

i. There is no news of further progress of the ministerial committee chaired by Sigríður Logadóttir and 
charged with revising the funding model for the universities. It is understood the report has not yet 
been finalized and is still in committee.  

ii. Update on PURE. PURE was to be launched formally in fall 2021 but spring 2022 is now more likely.  

• UNAK is a trial institution and PURE has been “installed” at UNAK, but it is not clear what that 
entails. UNAK, UI and RU are in the process of entering data from their databases but this is taking 
longer than expected as there is a lot of data that is not easily transferrable into PURE (HR, 
financial, etc.)  

• PURE has started importing data from the Icelandic Open Science Repository but REAC members 
are not aware of progress with importing data from Rannís to PURE. 

• Elsevier has delivered training at UNAK, UI and RU to institutional superusers. The institutional 
superusers will teach the academics to use the system. There is a plan to develop guidelines in 
both Icelandic and English but these are not ready yet.  

• The REAC definitions are being put to use by the implementation team to make sure that PURE 
has a wide net for capturing various types of outputs and impacts.  

ACTION: SOS to circulate REAC definitions document to new members. 

iii. Update on revision of Evaluation System of the Public Universities.  

• The evaluation committee charged with suggesting revisions to the Evaluation System of the Public 
Universities is about to publish its conclusions. The goal is to recognise research, teaching, service 
and administration. Different units at the universities will get it for input and there will be an open 
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portal for consultation that will be accessible to all staff. After the consultation phase, a proposal 
will be delivered to the rectors of the public universities in early December. This review is focused 
on how the system awards points for certain activities but not on how the points are translated to 
a salary incentive. The proposed workshop on October 1 will be a good venue for comments on 
the suggestions. REAC is available for consultation if the committee or the public universities call 
for input. 

iv. Update on the impact assessment of the Icelandic Research Fund.  

• The Project Manager Katrín Frímannsdóttir) is working with Rannis and universities to get basic 
data on funded project and is also sending out surveys to grant applicants and recipients. A 
research assistant has been appointed to help her. KF has noted with PW that she has had 
problems with inputting data, which is something that is also likely happen as data are being put 
into PURE. KK confirmed KF’s thorough and methodical approach. This work will culminate in 
spring 2022 with a report that will go to the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture. 

(3) DEBRIEFING OF 10 SEPTEMBER WEBINAR  

REAC hosted a webinar on research evaluation on September 10 featuring brief presentations by three 
international speakers followed by a panel discussion that additionally included Rectors Jón Atli (UI) and 
Ragnhildur (RU). 

• A total of 73 participants registered online but the maximum number of attendees at any one 
point was 55. The webinar was recorded and will be made available online in and advertised in the 
run-in to a follow-up workshop on October 1. The planning committee for the October 1 workshop 
will meet in the very near future to finalise plans for this event. 

• REAC members were overall happy with the webinar, which can be said to have put REAC “on the 
map”.  PW prepared a digest of the main topics in the meeting that will be used for planning the 
October 1 workshop.  

• It may be possible for REAC to offer annual webinars or conference but this is dependent on the 
resources available to the Quality Board. These events should be enhancement-driven. Possible 
topics include financial drivers linked to research evaluation, how to do holistic evaluations of 
research, PURE (experiences with rollout, etc), metrics and replicability, as well as research in arts 
and overlap/synergies between arts and science, 

• It would benefit the Board if REAC could organise an event focused on discussing the QEF2 element 
of management of research this went in SLRs, IWRs, and how the sector sees research and research 
management playing out in QEF3. 

ACTION: SOS to add evaluation of QEF2 management of research to a future REAC meeting. 

(4) FOR DECISION 
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 None 

(5) AOB 

 None 

Meeting concluded 10:45 


